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found loose In the mulls and recelved 1 CLEV‘ER TB]CKS EXP[]SED
by the affice moce than glx monthe prior

to the anoual sales are Included in the

Iot disposed of by auction,

“The annual sales, a3 is probably well How
known, Gl ) about the middl -af; Iute Water,
December, and many are the curions |
mistakes that oceur at this time, Al- |
though there Is a brief deseription at-
lachaed (o each package, It s w ﬂl[‘t‘l'r!;

. IAIFS OF THE MALL BAGS

Some of the Curiosities of the Dead
Letter Oflice.

Alleged Wine Is Converted
and Viee Versa,

—ts e —epma

Acid, and Ani.
for

Potnssinm, Snlphuarip
line Hed Form the Hegaisites

Remnrkalble Articles Adorning the |
Shelves of o Unigue Mascom—er-

fla of the Employes of the Of- ) =0 that ne ene has an opporunity of ex- the Phenomenon—Mysterfons Wi

fice—A “Urue Raftlesnnke Story. | aminicg s contents. The average | ing Upon Slates Tied Together.
| price received for these packnges is

1t wounld be know I abont 75 cents: A few months ago In this city an o

interesting to
i astonished by

ceivably, be among the many thou- | .o 0 i inwen or St in which he or | Sistant then brings in upon @ tray twe

|

any of the stra + waifs of the nm:i| “1t fa reslly astonishing to nute the | dienee was -.I-r:.'-hl<-r'.l|>|1-
¥ usunlly to be sten in the museum of | o oo o0 0 of very many persons, evi- | the phenomencn of a4 man apparently

the Dead Letter Office on the second ‘ dently of & hh.‘.h.lnl--lli'g.o'nr.-_ too, in | CHAnEing witer into wine and vice
foor of the City Postoflice Building | o oine oo munications by mail, [¢ is | Yersa. It s anold rick and the muth-
but now sent in large part to the Ex- ‘ froguent 1o =es __l_’.d[_._“‘_!‘_ﬂ .y precise od pursued is usunlly ag follows
position ut Buffalo, huve been recOE- | g oo pagpoct, but leaving out the | The prestidigitatour lnviles one or
nized by their genders, who might, con- | A S G ar, this being | more present up on the stage. An as-

|

!

the following
potassium e

composition: One gram
srmanganats and
acld dissolved n one

General for the Colonies In 1563, the ac-
counts, in very neat handwriting, be-

Shal pever came.”
wo
Cne of [ most EiL t

awrtling objects ever

recvived by the Postoffive was a por- | jng kept in pounds, shillings, and penep. | gr2ms sulphurk i

forated tin can contudning three rattle- | It may be added that the oilies is in | quart of witer. The liquid Is Instanta-
snikes alive and in active condition | panstant receipt of communications | neously decolorized on  entering the
Upon their receipt the superintendent | cladming certain  articles alleged  to | glass of the guest, at the bottom of
gent to the Smithsonlan Institution for | have been sent thmough the mails and | which has been pluced a few drops of
gomeone necustomed to handling rep- | not pecelved, these documents belng | witer saturated with sodium  hypo-

sulphite.

As fur the water in the second decate-
ter, that had had considerible alcohol
added to It, and at the bottom of the
glass that it hud been
placed a =mall pinch of aniline red,

roform them. generally as enjgmaticnl as the articles

actually held.
ETORY OF A WATCH.

A Timepiece Stalen

tiles to come and ehlo The
pperdtion was performe. sUoC eeefully,
ps was thought, and the dead snakes
jeft in.the open can Wder the super-
fntendent’s desk, Two days later a

in Chinaz and was to recelve

lady happened to be =t nding near Recovered in Alabama.

salking 1o the superintendent, A magnificent jeweled watch, alleged to ' which, a8 s wall known, possésses
when she hesard a peculinr  sound 1]15:- Iwen stolen In Tientsin, China, sev- | Strong tinctural properties, The
whkich she sanehow nesociiated with | ernl woeeks uge, has Just come to Hght In | glasses, it was noticed, were immedi-
danger. She turned ber eyes to the | Woodlawn, Ala. The watch, which 1s val- | ately emptied, since In o few moments
gpol from where the sound procesded | ued at several thousand dolflurs, is the | the wine chunged into wafer loses s

property of an English oefficer stationed

and started in terror as shet suw a 1;,{. at  Tientsin, and a former Blrmingham HIDIULY D] akuims &y, (pPEt -
tesnuke cofled ready Lo spring. A car | boy is alleged 15 have made way with L ance.
rier who chanced to be just enteling lauw. gimeniece, apart from lts valte, Is It may also be remembered that none
the room, with some preesence of il | gecnred very highly by the Eoglieh of- | o the guests, who wers well-known
threw his full mall pouch upen | feer, Deenuse of the foct that it was pre- | citlzens of this cliy, tasted the mix-
gnake and trampled upen iU antil s d to him by an Epglish society for | tures, Henee they are still alive,
gne appeared with a poker and put sulghed gellan Sinee Its disap- It will be recalled by those present
effoctigal quictus o the reptile, which, | ™ 4 the seatily for- 1t thad been car={, ;1 upon the occusion in question a
with its two campianions; was pul into ”:_"{“ - l:" e mysterious message wag received by
8 Jar of al wndd upon the shel [ i.‘:; lfl-“i:“ the magician 1¥ing two slates together
of the £ . ..:.‘ e of ,'1:.. . haviug previously inserted between
The I W the posto i tor who worked up | them a small plece of chalk This
recelved by the oilive | this #nd of th e ¢ very reticent about | ehalk wos henrd distinetly to write, ap-
a laree dopree of cautlon, the affatr, but it iz learned thet the young | parently of its own volltion, as the mu-
and infernal machines are man enlisted in m somethiog | gielan held the siates In  his hand
through the m Among { lixe six maonths azo, that the com- | which seemed rather remarkable as

s T | pany to which he was gned was deo

some ubjects to b n int museum | oo to do duty In Tirntsin The “u“ﬁ the chaik could not possibly from its
pre & -skull, fingers, toes, and un €av, § .o oy o watehmuker by trade Position make o sngle siroke; but then
all human. Whether these came as an | le fn Tieni=in with Lttle o d the thing was suppossd 1o be done hy
. earnest thnt cori had besn aceeme | o military dutly he turned his atten- | spiriaal agency, wh materialiy al-
plished, o ghastly or whether | gjon 1o daing old  Jobs In  the way of | tered matters. The method In which
they Wire ifts yen imipecur witch repalring, He did good work, und | this trick—for trick It js—is performed

the office

H, o8 well uy
| giving their

wiork te him. In this way
| the timepiece of the Englisa officer oams
| into hits hands, About the snme time IW
| other watches of 1 ue were snls

arther Won egac
Chers, Fad 1 1s as= tollows:

Two ordioary
are presenten to
mmined In succession by them.

medical stadent, will probably Fe
forever 4 mysiery.
The stransest Vi

ity is to be notleed

wonden-framed siates
the spectators and ex-
A small

oTil-

aiil Incong

e the exhitisine

af the museum, thus ing the Iater | ojven inte his h of these, a J ece of chalk Is introduced betwesn
quite a unique churacter, The moticy | dainty timeplece, ull cuvered with jew- | the two sintes, which are then tied to-
collection embraces shirts, teeth, | els, the property of one of the English } xether with a string and held aloft in

| women oonnected with the log
| disappeand, as did another
watch, the owner of which s

riish, lomps, me=dicme, |

dogs, a

the performer’'s right hand,
1 gl | the peneral silénce. s .
dtikngers | Te Eenersa silence, % heard the
scratching of the chalk, which is writ-
#en the two slates the

to o guestion

skulls sin
Dese colis, #
box of geological specimens, a

candle snuffers, bootjuc
n minlature Chinese jutx,

Then, in

bucksaw
len

B EeReT, ks of | tht | ing betw ANSWer

various sixes,

el thawt
» watchea in

getting
him hupeds

1 by on® of the spec-

fang, hair flowsrs, stuflfed birds, horned | vo dier desertedl and tool o talars—the name of & card thought of
¥ ] T
toads from Californla, hand mirrors I“ 1t hu with His disapprarands | or the number of spols obtained by
bitd¥ nests, models of Indian canoes, | caused o gene vommotian, and all sort® | throwing two dioe
of agencies wore pul in m an in order

soundmia |

skeleton, a oy
shells, watches

of the slates
with writing.

On being separated one
i= found to be

& minhiture i - )
mads in Venice. cheap | to apprehend im, bot be s 8ald to hove /M

. K5 ? made gowwl his escapc, Lo .
Jewelry of all sorts, sets of false teeth, | o 00 Lo Che wore called to 8 This phenomenon, which at first sight
door plintes, valentines, painted fung o the effart to locate the missing we epprars to saver of the black art, Is

In reality very easlly performed.

The writing was dJdone In
but upon the_wriften side of the siate
there had been placed a thin shest of
bluck cardbosrd which hid the
ters written with chalk. The

rintendent of
aked over the

wan H. M. Robluson,
the malls at Tientsin, He
records and found that the young tnan
had forwarded & registored Jettér to n
party in Woodlnwn, 17 A., before he
disappesred. This dise Wit commu-
piacted to the chief of = fraspes

toys, Jeweled daggers, and a letter €n-
dorsed, “If pot delivered in thirty
years, return to Farsbone Islamil.™

A conslderable amount of fancifal
if somewhit eccentrie taste = dis-
played in many of the articles on the

advance,

churne-

two sides

museum shelves There I8 an orna- | “-.., In Waslington, v WL ¢ notitied if the elate thus appeared absolutely
men dligator carry o gaudy para- | the postmaster at wn to held the | clean. The other siate, which is not
sol, and |..1=1 io lhj.-‘ zoologieal curivsity | Ihuhi.-':r upsn He then notd written upon, is first given out for ex-
a little clny doll. There are several | | fled Paul K el Chattin aminntion, and after It ks beeén re-

fromm postoifice !'ugm tur fo distriet

Itakq the matter up
ke « dynamite bor a2 up
racker (o the dynamit Il' ‘]h' detalled one of his men to «
5 alsy

| minghum and Jook Into tho cus

explokives representoed, turned to him the operator says:
"Do you want to examine the other

one alsa™"

-1 revolver, half cocked,

displayed, being auddressed fo a v was done, And then, without any haste, he
fn Now York. Among more hor Iiw:n arriivag a miakes a pasy analogous to that em-
cbjects are a washboard, a lon L ployed in shuflling cards, The slate

alh.gr-l'ho—r. ln an enguicy as to how near
| she can be brought tO sinking without
| actpally going to the bottom: but it is
5m-ne the less desirnble to determine ex-
actly how far such @ ship may be njored
| without becoming unseaworthy, as well
!dg how she may bé expectad to behave
| after eortaln definite damages incidental
'to battle or storms have boen infitcted
on her. The difficuity has bLeen solved,
however, by the discoyery of the fuct
that the stabliity of & given battieship or
crutser under dumaged conditions ean be
figurdd out with almost muathematiconl
precision by the use of mixlels, whilo the
original, for whose benefit Lhe experimont
(s being enrried on. may  be cruising
peacefuily In the antipodes

These tests by muoddals were originated
by a French naval construetor, Bertin,
who first employed them o g study of one
of the French crulsers. His method was
! taken up amd exploited by Naval Con-
[ atructor Waoodward of our own navy, and
| was =oon after adopted In Boston by P rof.

sands who visit the great fair from all | G0 yoag 1 ¥, perbinps, appear in- | e ;11) h“.m;:_‘ ! o e e et
parts of the country. It Is o remark- | oo ang. gpa persons, evidently of busi- | decanters, one of which «© tute’s dopartment of naval architecture,
able fact that no claim las so fur been habits, too, would send checks tiing red wipe and the other water. | as a regular part of hls courzes. Briefly
made o any of the curlosities In the " “.lli;nul "‘i\'lllu e - | The prestidipituteur usks his guest 10 i“-““*:- the object _1“ all the tests which
wead Letter Oflce museum. Many a } " ! [ select one of the two decanters und | have been made, here or abromd, {8 to find
Dead Letter Office m 3 but thousands of such ju throvgh m | : s ) out what will I the effect of teasing open
Etrange story, perhaps, clings mails in that copdition, and In many | l2ave the other 1 1’-‘!&:1;-. HE g | the compartmenta of 4 warship, singly or
some of the things received through ”"'1 cases 1t is impossible to digcover the | UHOR 8 pos sible. The guest haster | In  varfous combioatione, whother the
majl which have never reached their | oo por arer o lapse of four years the | Seize the wine nnd cach Immedlitely | hpen be gun fire, the explosion of & tor-
intended destinution.  When the Dend | ynobined money is turned into  the | fills his gluss, - - pedo, or ramming, or an aceldent sl ses,
Letter OfMce was locuted in the build- 1T!"-:':-:ua')‘ which in (Lkis manner receives How astonlshing! Upon Its contiact | such as 2 collision or striking on an uh-
fng now occupied by the Civil Servle® | (nite o large sum ench year.” with the gliss the wine changes inte |« ?EG"; j’ reel. y = i
o ssion the i ge connecting that . able we « | water and the water becomes wine Modern  ships of war, ns everrone
Commission the bridge c 1 g Aming the remirkable objocts of the ad. the knows, are protected agninst the fire of
s » . . . 2 - . o P11 1 -] > v d «

' strocture with the then I‘_v-""'m' ¢ WES | mugeum, sent to Huffalo, 15 u set of ac- The ’hll.uli} ofhthl o .'“‘"“ _““'“' a __‘.' an enemy efher by an armor belt or by
known as “the Bridge of Sighs” be- | aunt books kept by Benfamin Frank- | #mazement of the victims an * la protective deck, so ealled: or, Some-
cause over It passed all the “wers | yn when he was Deputy Postmaster The pretended wine was nothing but | qoes by a combination of the two. "whis

lends to the diviston of fightiag =lips into
two closses, namely, the wrmored rhips
and the protected =ships, The ofllee of the
armor belt /s to exclude all exeept the
henviest projectiles—Iin fact, It s practi-
caily impenetrable by shells contalning o
really effective proportion of xplosive
materinl, =nd thercfore o rhip protected
by an armor belt is exposed nly to such
comparatively insignificant Injuries as
might result from a solid shot. "the pro-
tective deck, on the other hand, which
starts from o Httle below the watsr line,
nnd is shaped much like a turtle’s skell,
is intended to deflect missiles of every
description from the engine rooms whd
boiler rooms—the vitals of the ship-—and,
by warding off injury from the lower por-
tlong of the hull, to kesp the buovancy
and, as far as may be, the stablilty of
the vessel unharmed. This Intter end,
however—the protection of the ship's sta-
Lllity—is very Imperfectly ritnloed, so
that protected ships are in constuant peril
af Josing thelr equllibrium from a well-
almed shot from the enemy’'s puns, al-
though (he danger happens to e mind-
mized In metual warfare oy the fact That
surh ships commanly enguge in action
from so great g distance wthat o serfous
injury near the water line can seldom be
inflicted

The questlon of stabllity can be polved
by computation, without recourse to the
use of models, but the computation re-
tulred is exceptlonally tedious and dJdiff-
cult, In the method Invented by Bertin,
1 complete model j8 moade of the ship
whose stubility Is to be studied, the line
of the hull being copied in every detall up
to the point of safety—that =, just be-
yond the line nbove which shot nnd shell
may be disregarded as o fuctor in en-
dangering the buoyancy of the vessel
This ministure hull coutaina a number of
removalle wooden ocks representing
the ship's ecompartments The Blocks
amidships represent the compartments
for the engines and bLollers, and the for-
wurd and after blocks the compartments
of the holds or magasines. Then, in or
der to demonstrite the; behavior of the
=hip when one of the various compart-
ments 18 broken open to the sea, the
wooden block which taken its pluce in the
maodel s removed nnd fts welght and the
welght of the incoming water made up by
substituting for the block a piece of lend
wf the proper size, with the center of
gravity In the same place. In general the
¢fect of removing the block and adding
Lhe lead is to sink the model deeper 1n the
water amd to cnuse It todake on a definlte
tnclination or to change trim—or to do
both. In this eondition of simulated
damage the model is gtill further inelined
by moving n weight athwart-ships on a
graiduated scale, thus permiting of a di-
reel experimontal  determination of the
modi e stabllity untid all stabitity disap-
pears and it s ovident that the ship on
which the model is pasterned wouid be
hugeleasly capsized

I the case of experiments on a pro-
tected =hip the most Interesting questfon
I8 the effect_of breaking open the com-
jirtments above the protective deck, A
vessel  of  this class which waa re-
tly  wstudied at  the Institute had
upper  eoal bunkers on  each
above the protective deck and
the experiments  which were  made
oft the model showed that if all  the
bunkers o1 ane mide were tooded the ship
wittld Immediately capsize, When full of
coul the bunkers might be broken open by
an enemy's shell without any special
harm being dope; but they will be full of
coul only when the ship has her full sup-
ply coming out of port, and they probably
will not be full when the need is great-
ext, since the coal must be transferred
from the upper to the lower bunkers as
soon as the latter are emptied or the ahip
will be top heavy. This special lability
to danger ls found to exist Lo some ex-
tent in the case of all protected ships, and
thy fact has Leon one reason for the re-
cent development of the new type of ar-
maored crulser

The study of bmttleships by
modeis  huas  brought out a
striking facts For exumple,
shown that If a single vngine oom or a
single boiler room is flooded Ltho loss of
stabllity Is very serious, and that if two
compartments, as, for example, the boller
room and the engine room on the same
side of the ship, nre Nooded, the ship will
cupsize. But thls serfous danger czn be
obviated, it has been found, by connecting
cuompartments, which adjoin transversely
by u door. When (his door 18 opened nnd
bath  compartments are thus  flooded
equally on o line running acruss the ship
she will ni-"uk an even keel; she will not

o
four

side

means of
number of
it has been

wo engine rooma to be Ao
is manner, the mollve power
the ship would be temporurily put out of
cvommission; but if the door bétween the
two componrtments were afterward closed
the uninjured sngins room—the one which
had not been shattered by the actual fipe
of the enem guns—might be pumped
snd made psable while the ship could

med by flooding # boller room on
de of the boat. The experi-
ments with the model show conclusively
thut If this were done the ship would not
lose stubllity and at the same time, of
coy . she would be able to use half her
motive power

The test= ut the Institute inelude the so-
Iunnu of other and more intricate prob

thian those which bave just been ex-

A single examplé now, however,
fact that one result Af
1w undertiaken has been (o
popular fallncy in bellvving

1
-xhh_lu the

| thut the safuty of the twin screw steliimer

| I% assured by

| nlways means dangerow

dlied mop, bunchez of Easter b over which the cardboard Iy placed ‘=
& coronnut, and a card upon which fe | 88¢ from { }“ i WRE 1 held by the thumb and forefinger of
. nETs + » 10 Lhe po
fnscribad the Lord’'s Prayer In fifty- d i« £9 ’ the left band znd the other siate he-
=pector, and If the packag. -
IEUNERE. | have ft opaned fn his pre E I tween the fore and middle finger of the
A trogie memento i o muil pouch | yee In 1he meantime wrrived, ard | TIEB hand, the two hands being then
coversil with bloud. This wuas found | when the inspector the party to | brooght together. But at the moment
with the body of the carvier whoe had | whom the package was addresse . ed | it which the slntes are superposed the
been attacked and killed by Ind 1 ilmbf'a.!f nil.'.ll.h;l It contained the English | thumb and forefinger of the right hand
upon the A card contning a | PThCer s watch grasp The written slate, while at the
fock s oty THE 2 t Guil Thie watch was taken in charge by the 4 § ¥ = 25 ¥
ock of ha om the hend of Gui- Iinapector, who mil Eirn: i oy fo s same time Lthe fore and middle finger of
1eau, the sssessin of Presldent Gar- chief. Inspector Williar T I;- the lefr hand ke the other. Then the
fleld, There Is also 4 cepy of a mar- | pis superior In Washington, and that ofil two hands separate anew and the slute
3 ringe certificate, setting forth the in- | cer will forward it to the United States | that has siready been examined, in-
i teresting fact that Samuel Whitehend ! representative in Tientsing China, who | stead of the second one, s put into
and Jane Miller were married In the | wWill deilver It to.the owner the hands of the spectator, This shifg-
. parish church, Munchester, England, | The _""""’L“ et ho T"I :'1‘_""’"1 with de- | jne gone with dellberation, Is entirely
] June 4. 1504, There are deeds to prop- sertion and with stenling the watches Is invisibhle
s X, o sald to be on his way to Alabama,—ille- 2 >

erty, musical Instruments, corn | mingham News. During the seeond examination the

ples, cups and —_——— written slate is laid flat upon a table,

mals, & cab driv s, @ A I‘REAK FLOWI-:R the written face covered with black

tuln ived alive), 5 bottle « ) v [hats LT 1 p 4 ] .

o - L ), & ”; ].-t : e === 0N A S R curdboard turned upward, The faces

ng wt ix clalizesd on & lubel Plhced s Witer of both slates are then sponged off, and

a2 sure cure for consumption, Chinese : 5 the one examined superimposed upon
curios, canvas needles, and a potato One of the most siuguisr freaks in the the other. Then the operator, having
floral kingdom has recently been brought | : .
bug exterminits i B it T A CATIed s ki tied the two siates tozether, holds them
Amang the gueer specimens of art | jonal flower™ for the reason that it has up in his Ieft hand, of which one zess
may be noted the figure of o negro | no fixed time to bldom. No mention s | but the thumb, while upon the poste-
purson delivering = sermon from a pul- | made in botanfenl sclence of the existones | rior face of the under slate the null of
pit, all being made of fenthersm, He- | of this marvelous flower. It is a mystery | his middle finger makes a sound re-
neath this i a litthe work basket | Rt present that is ‘wrll waorth “earing un. | gembling that produced by chatk when
woven by Indlans, supported by the Whon in » closed condition the oecasionng! belng used in writing
= : sid " " 4 tlower I In color and In form something When ihe operat iy Ak

figure '_f a bear. Eide by side aref .. , nature and dried poppyhead cut i it _ o _‘1' rator judges that the

s heautiful glass flower holder and an | gk s stem to t. Suobmerged 4 o bow) | e comedy has lasted long enough

old show. of water for a few minutes snd then ta | he lnys the two slates horizontally up-

The Dead Letter Office recelves a | Ken out and placed by s stem In s 'nu his table, tuking care this time thit
multitude of nrticles, of which thuse in | €mpty bottle, the outer potals begin, uft i the nun-prepared slate shall be be-
muksum are representative spect- .Ir_ _._-;'--r»rll m:_l:"hl-- gt-“ “T” s Tli.lh ” | neith, It is upon the latter that the
mens, every day in the ye The cess Ln slo '.,x.t ;:nrla.:‘]_‘ fl_'.‘d__;,u, -;.h.- ) I'he | blark cardboard rests, and this being |
bor involved in handling such a mass | RN T “_“:‘:“ |'j"l' | ta’en up quickly with the other slate,
—— T SO i - . fee . Wl | -

i# poamething enorm MR P nuetton Ix complets it resembles In ap- the mysterfous communication s re-
¢ ‘Many of these garticles,” sald an em- | penrance the starey sunflower, but as pe- | ve8led to the wonder "r thie “““”“ 1ed
1 ploye of the office, “are mailed through | garda the shape only, e
_-‘ i£no T of the posial regulntions; | e grcasional fower remains thus open i WEAK POINTS OF SHIPS.

= TR BTE BET T jee. or tolf 7 1 i AT uring Ic | ; :
£ others are sent 1 ugh mnlice, or or a two h during which ti ‘| A Scientific Stody of Models Hegun
|

| the state of huami

nvoid express charges or cust ity leswinlog by de-

me dulLy

& i rrees, the fibe serln 1o = ik nr a1 by the Navy.
< while Lhe t-h.::‘ImIvr ure the result .": | ::I Il‘....‘.i.::l,r:-;r;-il.';‘_._lzrj :h];;_ L[J:_n!,:':ll The announcement that graduntes of
carsliness. We have a method of dis- ARSENAY D n»-l.- artlt Yhe' tt m'u-r. & J“_'ﬂ | the United Stntes Naval Academy at An-
cuvering such articles as are dutlable. | o goemar peattion: but by the aam -1|r|.— | napolis who Intend to enter the taval
n'-'l the hs..]. rity of such packages are | ple process It can e muade unfold and | construction corps will hereafter be sont
confiscs i at the mailing sn- | to cloge up aguin anid ags SETEE | to the Missachusetts Institute of Tech
tion or a PUTJ."'HI' nt one. When the | ulso asserted thint, properly nursed with | POI0EY In Boston for an advanced course
cottraband contents are discovered the | ;‘:'Illlll;rlll }:‘Jd}:;l;l:l",:ll:-fl nnd ;111.1Jw-lrr,|p - 'I"r‘_'_’":":"(?:"'l:l' ;l:,i:" I‘“r'“";_“:g'l"r lt” '“'_
e ’ . - ! i el - O il tower pev- | 10 fapo s o ingland g
packagen are sent to the Dead Letter | oo de ays nor degenerates In fue off .T: ;\;r } 1-‘.—.:--\, culls attention to the faet 1!:5:‘

Office, where every effort is made 1o re-
turn them to the sender, or to farward
them to the party for whom they nre
intended, who e reguired to send the
DOvESNALy pustage.

rmdlance and gplendor.

wome of the most Interesting MWeent -

dertakings of the fnstitute have been o)

rectly concerned with the bullding of the

i Hew navy

o “'"“I'L'r: oy | Ono of the most important of these Tas
stymlited | hnd to do with the amount of damage o
lwﬂ“ll”l can sustaln and still e * Lo
| keep the scar. A modern haitleship that
| has cost severnl miilon doltars 1o buila
is much too expenstve and valuable an
asset to be rished, and perhaps sacrificed

His View.
(From the Cloveland 1Main Dealer )
"Hee lete, Thomas, bere ix a St
who went 1o the races snd lost
“Purcels of marchandise are kept for | then becsnse bid father soobded him e o
s 1 T in th t den’
two years, It not ssoner deliversd, and ;:;“;d._ You see the moral is this story, «Jon't
then the well-known auction eaie dis- ':'i'n. sir** w
poses of them among the community. Well, what is it?

“Dan't Let st the unkh B
Unaddressed parcels und such as ureI 4 i i et

erphau, wir.*
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ds.  Such a division, on the contrary
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Clevelandd Plain Dealer.)
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n through.  Hut we hung him
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s

e T Kiyoto played it in mag time!

MILLIONS FOR LITERATURE'

Americans Spend Enormons Sums
Annually for Reading Matter.

The Total Reaches 8174965025,
Newapnpers Lead the List—Magn-
zines Are the Least Uned Form of
Reading Matter—Some Statistios,

While the United States i= spending
$1TH. 565 n year for lferatures of all kinds
It ts drinking $1.2421001.552 worth of alco-
holie drinks. And yet this showing {s not
1 when compared with England and
of the Unifted Kingdom.
¥ the “British Weekly” has been
pains to discover the relative
Great

at pome
cost of lliterature andgliquor in

Britain.
year I8 pald for books of all kinds and
§19.000,00 for newspapers and periodicals,
a total of 82600000 o vear, But against
this the couritry spends §800,000,000 o year
for drink,
According to this prestidigitator in
numberns, facis, and figures, the United
Sintes pays more for newspapers than
for almost every other form of reading
matter put together, He places this news-
paper cost &t the head of the lst, as fol-
lows:
NOWSPRDOTH s cnnasaannes
Sebres] unh am] !u\rm .
Magazines aod ptr..ldhal{
Novels ...
Miscellancous and LeoBBICHL 2onnssusear s S8 70,000

TOAL: . coscvnonsorsnnavas anenensnass HHTEDES 025

The basis of these figures has been tadk-
en with reference to the number of news-
papers, the sumber of school children,
wnid the average number of remders of
wilult age in the United Bintes.

For the 5,6 46 persons over school age
in this country, it is figured that an aver-
age of $1L.50 cuch a year for some kind of
newspaper s a low estimate. 1t will hard-
ly pay for the average weookly paper,
whersas n considernble portion of ‘this
adult populatjon reads dally papers
Thers are 10735360 children of school
age in the United Stntes. The sestimate
of §LE for emch child, covering school
books and the attendant juvenfle litera-
ture, is alse a low estimate. Of this total
number of pupils the fact that 15662488
of them are In the prives ; swie ocasaiar
grudes of the public schools lowers the
nverage for the whole number. Much of
ihis expenditure s more or less compul-
gory, but It counts to the same economic
ends,

As purchasérs of the magazines and 11-
lustrated weeklies, there are supposed to
be 12250 persons who will spend at least
an average of $1.50 a year. Many of these
ure subscribers to dosens of periodicals;
others are the buyers at news siands
upon the impuise cholce.

Unly about 233060 people Luy novels
As they run from the press. They do
much of this simply that they may kesp
up to date in literature. 1t I8 a part of
thetr eapftal-in. Werature, It is a part
af thelr capital In soclety. Mo=t of these
buy liberzlly. FPlenty of reanders ara to
be found whose book bills fur novels run
to $1% to $150 & year, stemdily. At an
average of §1 spent by each, the total Is
Imposing in its seven figures.

But as comparel with almost any other
fentures {n the list, the money thnt goes
tor misceilaneous and technieal books Is
striking. Into this fleld, of course, go the
books of the “'book manufacturer,” books
that are built only to sell to a class
which has more money even than it hix
of judgment and taste,

With these |in that Hem, however, are
the books of welght and substance, mahy
of which cost so muel In the making,
when techaleal skifl Is pald for und the
limited sales estimated. Then the In-
numersblie editions de luxe swell the total
to a significant sum.

“No country on the globe enn compete
with the United States in the making of
books and lternture to se1l,'" said this au-
thorfty. “The phrase does not mean
Hghtness hod shoddinoss, either.

“in [Hustmthons - the Amerkan  book,
poriodicnl und newspaper lead the world
[ the attractiensas of covers and fpont
pages, we have no competitors. To Iay
sut an American print In s show window
is to gain for it all the attention that art
nuturally attracts,

"*"Walk down s street In any Amrrimn
clty or town. If you see a crowded cor-
ner somewhere nhead of vou, it Is qulte
as lkely to be enused by a bookshop
window ns by an exhibition of barguins
To an old countryman, coming from some
Europsan maorarchy, it i n reveintion to
study the crowd in front of a bookshop
display. ‘There are figures and faces in
it that are out of keeping with the arti-
cles at which they stare In deep Interest
A man in faultless fashlon may be at el-
bows with a mechanie In overalls, but as
between the two, It would be hard to de-
cide which (s mors interested,

“This is the secret of the American
publlicution. They are made to atiract
The reader iz invited to read. Reading Is
made easy; and not uhl‘\' that, but to read
a borrowed book is not sufficlent. From
reading it the reader deslres to own It
bevause of Its sttractivencss of print,
plate, and cover,

“As to our magazines and periodicnls,
they are as popular In Great Britain as
they are at home, Our ¢omic papers are
svized upon In Englond with more avidity
than ever was “Punch” or “Sloper”’ in
America. 1 andmit that & funny English
joke of » fununy English cartoon may be
the funniest thing of ita kind, but there Is
such o wide dlxtance between them. There
are a0 Tew of them In & year.”

A= to the comparison of drink money
and that which goes for Wternture, at
least it may he shown for Intoxicants
take the line of least ohol reslstance.
In other words, more beer and less whis-
kKiy Is consumed every year,

In 1582 the United States consumed 73.-
54,976 gallons of ardent spirits and only
a3, M3.309 gnllons of malt Hguor.,

Even with the enormous increase In
population In the Inst two decades the
figures for alcoholle beverages Iast year
were only ¥,000 000 gallons, whnile the con-
sumption of beer had more than doubled,
ter 1,175,722 000 gallons, Aceording to popu-
Lition the ¢orsumption of wine shows de-
Crease.

THE GEYSERS DBYIHG UP.

Spouters In ‘Irllow-lone Park Wil
Some Day Disappear.

Some members of the Amorican Asso-
clation for the Advancement of Sclence
who have recently visited the Yellowstons
Nutional Park nre of the apinlon that
the geysers In that reglon will some day
disappear. Some of the scientists insist
thut the decline of the wors s 80 rap-
id that the present ge ntion will see th.
last of them

Fdwin Hinckley Barbour, of Lineoln,
Neh., professor of geology of the Univer-
of Nebirusxi, and Acting State Ge-
ologist since WS has some radiecal views
on the subject Mr. Barbour s an au-
thor and I8 In charge anounlly of the
Waorrill uml hydrographle sur-

Koologicnl

veys., In his letter he says
“The rapld decline of the geyser phe
nomenn in the Yellowstono Natlonal Park

littte prderstood,
tait the spot

bt to
frequently

weems o e bagt

Lthioses whi ¥

the changes soem startling, and to the
I durmingly rupkl. If onge may
from impressions, it seems safe (o

spimse that if the decline In geyser ac-
tivity noted during the past four yveirs
hould continus for the « 14 dight o1
ten yours the faturde whid

1 patogist will haxe

warningiovery geologisi who int
ping the pork showld not  postpone
trip o bt should visit i at onee
“It may be stated generally that this

It has figurea that ¥i5,000,00 u |

decline of activity is manifest In the gey-
#er8, the mud geysers and paint pots,
pools and steam ventm, many of which
bave become wholly or partly exffict in
the last four years

“As specific casca It may be stated that
at the mammoth hot springs the activity
deems not one-tenth that of former times.
Minersa. terraen  having Decome  extinet
(since 1965), the dschurgo from Pulpit and
Jupiter terrmces has greafly declined fur-
ing the same time, and the Narrow Gauge
=i fissure vent—and other attractions be-
coming all but extinet. Roaring Mountain
s now silent, though steaming. In the
Norrls gevser basin the Hiack Growler (s
leds active. In the Lamer basin the splen-
Ald Fountaln geyeor le extinet, with a fee-
ble substizute near by named the Dewey.
Ths Gian: Palot Pots are greatly con-
tracted in size, the pink hal? being ex-
(tinct in the upper basin  Some of the
better Known, as well as a3 many of the
lesger geysors, are extinet or rupposed to
be. Among these are the Splendid geyser
and the Bee Hive The Grand geywer,
which used to play dally, now erupts ir-
regularly about three times a season. THe
Cascade, which erupted about every quar-
ter of an heour, in 185, now plays once a
day. The unmistakable tmpresaion of fre-
aucnters of the park is that the changes
are serious and much mors mpid than ls
gencrally belleved.—Chicago Chronicle.

OLDEST MUMMY YET FOUND.

Dates Bacrk Several Thousand Years
and Is Now in Englund.

Thousgands of yenrs ago the remains of
an Egyptian were placed in the tamh. To-
day they sre one of the most valued pos-
mcusions of the British Museum The
grave of this old settler was first seon by
a wiandering Arad, he reported his dis-
covery o & Brtish officlal. who Immed!-
alely sent & couple of Egyptian soldiers
to guard It day and night untll it could
be safely removed. The bady s not a
mummy of the ordinary historic Egyptian
period, sich as thar of Haoleses 1I, the
father of the Pharaoh of the Exodus, It
was never bound up in lnen or cased in
any painted coftin, but was merely costed
with & preparation of bitumen, the Arab
ward for which Is mumia; hence our word
mummy. To reach the period when this
man hunted along the banks of the Nile
it is necemsary to travel backward in time
through the modern period =ince Ellza-
beth, through medleval Europe, through
the whole history of Rome and Greece,
past the time of the earllest mummied
King the Muscum possesses, past even
Menes, the earliest king to which Egyp-
thin records make reference, who, accord-
Ing to Marfette, ruled obout M B, C.
Then we are among two prehistorie mees,
one of the conguerors and the other the
conquered, out of which sprang the Egyp-
tlan race of the earllest dynasties. It e
with thesé remole stocks that this man s
connected

Considering the conditions in which he
was found, it is evident that he wos as-
soclated with a late period of the new
Stone Age of Egypt. He was buried In o
characteristically neolithle gravée (the
graves of this period are covered with
rude slabs of stone), and has neolithic
potz and chipped flint weapons and
knives found In othér parts of the world
The fine, thin knlves wére perhaps plac-
«d In the grave as purt of a funeral ritu-
al. They should Jbe compar=d "with the
Egyptian flints in the prehistorie section
of the Museum; they are almost llenti-
eal with thoss found in the grave There
im, of course, no inscription of any kind
on the pots, knives, or grave, all having
been muitde long before the invention of &
written langusge. I is curlous 10 note
that certain ancient Egyptian docoments
mention traditions of & race called the
Trehennu, who had red hair and blue
ever.  This man had distinetly aobamn
halr. He wins burled on the western
shore. In lnter times every Egyption was
burled on that side of the river, and
Egyptian moedela of the deathboats op
which the body was ferried over the
stream muy Le seen in the Egyptian gal-
lery.—The Sphere.

USING BOTH HANDS.

Advantages (o Be Galaed by Becom.
ing \mbldestrous.

The question should asmbldexterity be
encournged Is unswered in the negative
by a writer In the “American Joornal of
Insenity,” and upon the ground that,
while coarzs movements may be perform-
e nearly as well by one halll of the bhody
45 by the other, accurate and expert
movementis require a higher organlzation
wf one-half of the braln than the other.
Henee the more oxpert hand should be
conaciously still more and more speclalizs-
ed; making the ordinarily quiescent balf
of the brain sssume controls tends, it is
sald, to impairment of the mental pro-
cesges as will as Inferlority of physiologic
speed nnd dexterity.

All of which we deny, both fact and
theory bhelng untrie The writer has
doubtless been misled by observation of
the function of =peech, which s single,
and in executlon requires thae control of
a dgingle centre. We have but one volce,
but we hhve two hands, which in many
enscs ot different instunts may be put in
action with the same dexterity

Muny surgeons can opernte equaily well
with either hand, and we have seon men
wiw could write as well with the one hand
as with the other. The eritic of ambidex-
terlty may reply that this I Lmpossible
with synchronous maovements, forgetting
that in the musiclan, and especlally in the
plenist, thérs s the most marvelous ex-
pertnege of both hands execoting moast
complicated and entirely different func
tions, and at the same instant.

The arguments against ambidexterity
appear not only  ioconciesive, but are
squarely contradicted by facts. Surely al-
so they are against a desirable fresdom
of ‘the mind.  Without the musiclans’ am-
hi. xterity life would be deprived af

th \\l’ r-huuill eneoursge “di-
at lurge power of

\lllul

the mi

chionous cor 1 of mmllfur‘ln .‘n.t[\'llh,s.
American Modicine.

A STOWAWAY.

Enormous Appetite of n Passenger
Revealed Another’'s Prescnee.
Captadn Saunders, of the steamer Eng-
lish King of the Puritan line, piying be-
tween Antwerp, Boston, and Bultimore,
tells o remarkable story of a stowaway.
months a0 an Americnn got
stromded In Antwerp and nppiledt to the
agents there for a free passage
The man was over Hfty years
unfitted for rough work of

Some

OWTICES
to Boston.
of age and

any Rind, s the Rind-hearted captaln
tnok him as a passenger and promised
bim & comfartable room After a lew
days at sen, the stewnrd notie-
ing that the passenger had o tre-
mendous npppetite, remoarked that
the sea nir was doing him good. One
marning. however, the stewand. whoe had

just left the man at the table enting his
breakfnst, went out of the saloon Into the
passnger s stateroom. To his stupefac-
tinn he saw.the man lying in his berth
ood morning, steward,” he sald, pleas-
v. 1 have overslepr”™

But how the dic u. ns dd vou get here—
i Ju.-tl. left you-—

thunderstritek

rally fie

L t.» th nptnin sl
!I:‘ Ty oars twa of ‘om,
Lald s stors

The captain fotlnwesil the

stewarnd to t'..
s rger still o sat Loere ent

opened  the staterooam
L he snmme apparition Lkl
stewnrnd
captaln,™
berch
are youT*

duid the tig-

o In the
up
Thees
ware
Al at-
n tuerns in
acity which
attention,
" s wall pluved that the
cripinin, a¥  warm _corner in bls

heart, forgave Lhem both —~Chac. mo Nows,

A FORTONE FOR A BOOK.

Oue Eight-Page Volume Worth
More Than $500.

Tnles Told by a Dealer in Rare Lit.
erature—Bibllophiles and Thelr
Pnsslon—lireat Demand for Hiwto.
ries—VMiany HAare Documents Stolem.

“Flve hundoed dollars for eight pages
af dingy reading’ That's a good deal of
L mones, you will acknowledge, to Invest
In four small leaves of print paper,” ob-
served 4 Walnut Street  dealer In rare
books the other day. “However, that s
the price I offered a man a few days ago.
The eight pages wanted were of old Penn-
sylvania Taws, My offer was declined
with thanks, the owner being something
of a biblophile himself, and knowing that
the scarcity of these pages would permit
him to fix his own figure for his set. The
pagrs wonld be passed over or destroyed
by the onllnary reader, vet there ls not
another known copy In  existence. You
Wil rendily understand that they ave val-
uable when you consider the size of my
offor.

*“1 bought a pamphlet for @ cents from
another booksellor severnl weeks o9,
and soid it within a few days for 8. That
wis merely a stroke of luck In business.
The pamphlet was on  this bookseiler's
shaives for sale at a stipulated price fixed
Ly himself.

“Dealers In rare bonks seldoyn make
purchuses from strangers unless the jat-
tor can give satisfactory Information of
how the books came Into thelr possession.
This Is done partly from a seifish motive
and purtly from o derire to protect their
CustomaTs,

“Peihaps you remomber the case, sev-
eral years ago, when a New York dealer
purchased at different times from' a con-
ple of young men in Washington a val-
uable collection of autographs of eminent
Americans of the Revolutionary péeriod,
Including those of George Washington, the
eider Adums, Thomas Jefferson, and Burre,
The young men represented that they
were Government employes. They said
that In moving documents to the new
Congressjonal Library many papers had
been relegated to the waste paper heap
and that they had sought them out and
preserved them.

“There was no doubt as to the genuine-
ness of the autographs and documents of-
fered for sale. They were brought to this
dealer, In such surprising numbers that
his icfons were ar d. He wrote to
the department at Washington. An inves-
tigntlon there brought to light the fact
that there had been stolen muny of the
GOver :ni's most valuable and precions
archiven. Detectives were assigned to the
cage am! evidence beyond dispute was
obtained aguinst the young men. Whea
arrested they broke down and confessed
their guilt. The dealer had sold the au-
tographs for blg suma  Some of the pur-
chasers, 1 believe, did withstand legal
procesdings before restoring them to the
Government.

“8o, you see, it stands us in hand to be
carefui of whom we buy. The dealer in
rare books has his regular costomers. His
misston s akin o that of the confidentind
lawyer with a client. He la familiar with
the literary taste of each customer. His
first thought in purchasing is that such
a person would lke such a hook,
The book is put aside nm‘l mrd mr. to
that customer. No &
iy upon the trade of his own clt.gr. There
are in New York and Brooklyn perhaps
4 hundred or more private libraries of
rare books that are most valuable. Phil-
adelphia haw fifty or more. I have cus-
jamer= In every State In the Union. Oope
of my best fa in Portland. Oregon.

“fhero Is Mtile chance for deception,
sven if @ dealer were 90 Inclined. A true
bibliophile knows the value of 2 volEme
the minute he reads the name. Therefore,
when [ get hoid of a searce book, all [ do
s to acgualnt my customers with the
fact and its state of preservation. Next
to Philadelphin in the taste for old books
and the amount of business done by deal-
(rs in rure bonks come, in thelr order,
Chicnge, New York, and Boston, In some
{ the smaller towns and villages some of
the mest valuable libraries may be found.

“] got ©0 for the first Masonle bheook
published in America, and It s so larger
than the ordinary child's primer. It hada
double value beeauss of the fuact that It
was printed by Benjamin Franklin
There are few coples In existencte A
book that is valuable to one Jdealer may
rot be valuable to mnother. For instance,
a Trenton bookseller came in 1o s2e me
nnd asksd if [ wanted a book that he had
in his pocket. 1 toid him § did and of-
ered hum $20. This was satisfactiory to
lim. and he volunteered a willingness
1o trade the book for books om my shelf.
He selected flteen volumes, the combined
pries of which amounted to $M 1 felt
(hat I had bettered my stock, and he, no
doutit, thought he had bettered his

“you will likely be surprised when I tall
vou that in  this God-fearing country
there s practically no demand for rare
iheological books. 1t is nlmoat kmpossible
o seil them. No one seems to want rell-
rlous books.”™

The dealer here brought out & recag-
nized edition of Martin tutha's works,
printed at lenae, 1588, They are |n four
volumes, bound ‘n 9ld vellum. This par-
ticular copy survived destructlon by fire
at thi hands of the ecclesiastical authori-
tiem of the day, who took excepiions to
the great reformer’s writingse The cov-
rrs show unmistakuble evidences of hav-
ing been ln countact with flames, and the
leaves are ke punk, showing the effect
af intense, dry heat, and, where the
flames did not touch., For practical use
the hooks are destroyed, aithough all the
reading is there. ut the demand for re-
Hetous books 1a 8o slight that the volumes
Lare on a shelf containing the cheaper
grade of books.

“Searce books on American history sell
as fast as we can get our hands on
them,” the dealer continued. “"Early co-
lenial laws prior to 1778 are among the
rarest of all American publications. This
is due to the fact that they have probably
been destroved. At least, only now mnd
then does one bob up. During the civil
war the price of paper was so high that
nearly everything in the way of old
books, maguzines, pamphlets, and pupers
was sold for paper pulp to be masde over.
That was before Inventive genlus had de-
vised other and cheaper ways of manufae-
wuring paper, and better gqualities, too.
Many voiumes of American books must
have been destroyved, particalarly In the
Southern States, gehere at times during
the war newspapers were printed on (he
back of wall paper.

‘During the war and for years after
bookhinders cut down the marging of
magazines and pamphlets entrusted to
care to BN oulrageous extent 4
have on my shelvest many volumes bound
ity those days, amd i some there are ab-
ely - no marglins to the pages The
tinders did this because they could get

halr

16 cents it pound for all their wasts
wnitnp. The sugresding menerations of
wkbinders followed the pace of thelr

redocessors without knowing why
did =,

“tose trimming 15 merely & relle of the
old nrnctice daring the war. We sre get-
ting back to ante-bellum dayas, though,
sl the volumes from the best publishing
pouses nowhdays are turned oot  with
rongh Lag

they

ciges, ns in the days of yore'"—
Philadelpbin Times,

Lingering.
(From the Philad-lphia Bolletin.)
“What & comparison! | dem'l see why yoo
sy Zailie's and bhor bean's ligs make you think
of a kimd of religioos service.”
“You don't? Well maybe you mever heard

el ‘a protrucial mesting.”




